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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved 


you—JOHN xiii. 34. 











an awe Dae ee ee 


a 
AR ee Se a 





From the Universalist Magazine. 


‘(F Our readers cannot but feel in- 
terested in the following communica- 
tion, nor do we think that our replying 
to our Methodist brother’s letter will be 
displeasing to even the best informed of 
our faith, though the arguments which 
we return may not be new to them.— 
Perhaps some may say, we have under- 
stood all these things, and are sorry 
that time should be occupied in refut- 
ing arguments which have become ob- 
solete, having been refuted times with- 
out number. But, brethren, we must 
be patient; we must not forget how 
hard it was for us to give up the doc- 
trines of men; and remembering our 
own former situation, must thereby learn 
to have compassion on those who are 
out of the way, in imitation of our mer- 
ciful high-priest. 


Rome, (N. 7.) Fed. 6, 1821. 

My wortTHy FRIEND —wWith senti- 
ments of respect and christian affectio: 
I presume toaddress you, being prompt- 
ed thereto, by a solicitous regard tor 
your welfare. I perused with anxie- 
ty and astonishment, your last epistle 
to Frances ; and doubting not the sin- 
cerity of vour late profession, I felt im- 
pelled as an advocate for truth, to at- 
tempt a refutation of the system which 
you have embraced. You assert your 
belief in the final salvation of all men. 
How can this assertion be reconciled 
with Matt. xxv. 46, ‘+ These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment but 
the righteous into life eternal.” Is it 
said to evade this plain declaration of 
our Lord, that the word ever/asting in 
this passage is limited. I answer, any 
person acquainted with the original 
language, will readily admit, that ever- 
lasting and eternal are from the very 
same root; consequently, I have as 
much authority to affirm that the hap- 
piness of the righteous is limited, as 
you have the punishment of the wicked. 
You will probably ask, why it was not 
translated eterna/ punishment. T’owhich 


itasted death for every manP 








[ would reply ; the harmony of a sen- 
tence requires an agreeable diversifica- 
tion of words; and an established rule 
in composition, requires, that one word 
is not to be used twice in a sentence, 
when another word of synonimous im- 
port can be obtained. This was the 
probable reason why this diversity was 
used. 
the word everlasting, in this passage 
your doctrine stands, or falls. It is ac- 
knowledged that the words are both li- 
mited in certain places in the sacred 
scriptures. ‘The extent of their dura- 
tion, 1s determined only by the termi- 
nations of the periods to which they are 
applied. When referring to time, they 
end when time expires, but when ap- 
plied to eternzty, they are bounded or 
limited only by it; consequently, when 
eternity ends, then will end also the 
punishment of the wicked. Another 
inquiry will probably arise in your 
mind. Has not the adorable Jesus 
To this 
scriptural and heart cheering doctrine, 
my heart assents. As all fell in the 
loins of Adam, and became subjects ot 
the divine displeasure, Rom. v. 18. even 
so all are restored through the second 
Adam (Jesus) to a justified state, (or a 
salvation from the guilt of criginal sin.) 
This is further confirmed by the ex- 
press declarations of our Lord. Llze- 
kiel xviil. 20, * The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the Father, neither shall 
the father ont the iniquity of the son. 
Hence we see that Jesus has tasted 
death to Maen man from the condem- 
nation of original sin. All therefore, 
who die destitute of a knowledge of 
good and evil, are unconditionally saved. 
For our actual transgression only are 
we accountable. The righteousness of 
the righteous shall be upon him, and 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon him. Our salvation from these 
is conditional. ‘“ He that believeth 
shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not shall be damned.” I acknowledge 
that the merits of Christ are suflici- 
ently extensive to embrace the whole 


Upon the true signification of 











world: yet I find not the least assur- 
ance from the word of God, that the 
application of those merits will be made 
to any, but those who repent and be- 
lieve the gospel. It is true that a foun- 
tain is opened in the house of David, 
for sin and uncleanness : but !t will final- 
ly profit none but those who wash 
themselves therein. It is said, 1 Tim. 
ii. iv. “ That God will have all men to 
be saved and come to the knowledge of 
the truth.’”’ Yet this will is conditional, 
and not absolute. As free moral agents, 
* God invites us ardently but not com- 
pels.” Hear Jesus proclaiming his wil- 
lingness to save the rebellious Jews, 
Matt. xxiil. 37, 38, ** How often would 
I have gathered you, &c. but ye would 
not.” And whilst he confirms, by this 
declaration, their agency and ability, he 
justly proceeds to pronounce the sen- 
tence of their condemnation. The apos- 
tle declares it ye live after the flesh, 
ye shall die, &c. That the death of 
the soul is here intended is evident, for 
the death of the body is the common 
lotof all ‘The expression is similar to, 
‘“ The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”’ 
With candour reconcile the following 
passage of scripture with the Po 
of Universal salvation. Heb. iii, 
‘So I swear in my wrath they shall aioe 
enter into my rest.” Here is no limi- 
tation, but a perpetual or eternal depri- 
vation of that rest which remains for 
the people of God, The Saviour de- 


”!clares, that there is a danger of losing 


the soul, by that important exclamation, 
“ What shall it profit a man, if he 
should gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul.” Many more passages 
and arguments might be adduced, I 
think, refute the doctrine now in 
question: but I forbear—and to your 
candid and prayerful attention, I would 
recommend the word of God. Re- 
member, Nancy, that in renouncing 
those truths which you formerly em- 
braced, you expose yourself to the at- 
tacks of doubt and uncertainty: You 
leave the plain and beaten track of trath, 
and wander in the wild and devious 
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pire of Jesus, than to do likewise? 
What you have said relative to the in- 
dividual efficiency of reason, and of its 
improper use, has my assent, with this 
additional observation,—that whatever 
is contrary to reason, and entirely un- 
supported by human conceptions, or 
any kind of testimony, but is invali- 
dated by both, or either the analogy of 
scripture or natural and visible things, 
must be rejected as chimerical, and can 
have no claim upon our credence.— 
With your approbation of this last re- 
mark, we shall be agreed upon a foun- 
dation upon which to rest all parts of 
our subsequent controversy. 

Lim. This last remark of yours is 
rather new, but so far as I can discern 
its drift, it appears unobjectionable. 
You talk of a subsequent controversy, 
and have already laid down the plat- 
form of the work. ‘This was far from 
mv original design. When I spoke so 
plainly at the first, I only did it, to warn 
you ef your awful departure from the 
fundamental and plain truths of the bi- 
ble ; as not being able to reconcile it to 
my conscience, to let sin rest upon a 
fallen brother. Nevertheless, as you 
appear to be both determined and con- 
scientious in your new gotten, and to 
me fearful sentiments, I will not refuse 
to argue the several points of doctrine, 
about which we are at variance, upon 
the basis you have proposed. ‘Though 
this is entering upon unexpected busi- 
ness, yet, besides your invitation, I am 
thereto induced by the following con- 
siderations. First, Because it is a di- 
vine injunction, that we should “ ear- 
nestly contend for the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints. Secondly, It isa 
christian duty incumbent on me toward 
you, as one backslidden from the truth ; 
and, Thirdly, because scripture, the 
compass by which we mutually agree 
to be guidgd, will be so abundantly 
conclusive, in refuting the errors you 
seem so ardently to have embraced. 
But the incidental nature of this inter- 
view, forbids a further prosecution of 
our engagement at the present. 

Uni. I feel obliged by your acqui- 
essence, and hope you will do me the 
justice to believe, that I am not prompt- 
ed by any improper desire of exhibit- 
ing my own ability in argument, neither 
with a hope 6f proselyting my friend. 
But as you hesitated not, upon this, the 
first opportunity you have had since my 
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change of sentiment, to anathematize 
me, as a heretic, and believing as I do, 
that you have never duly weighed the 
solid, nay insuperable objections, which 
even the weakest christian taught of 
God, can bring against your system, 
I wish an opportunity of showing you 
the ground of my hope, and if possi- 
ble, to convince you that my doctrine 
does not necessarily forfeit my title to 
the name of a christian, nor constitute 
me a child of the devil. Besides, the 
character of my heavenly Father is dear 
to my soul, and I crave these means to 
rebutt, so far as I may be able, those 
blasphemous aspersions which thecreeds 
and confessions of the day, are constant- 
ly casting thereon. I shall not confi- 
dently predict, that the issue will be 
successful on my side, but with all the 
zeal which so good a Cause can inspire 
me, and with the intention of being gov- 
erned by christian courtesy and affec- 
tion, I pledge my best efforts. Yreld- 
ing to the pressure of present circum- 
stances, I forbear annexing any other 
observations, and will be happy to 
proceed, whenever your pleasure shall 
indicate your readiness to continue the 
argument. (710 be continued.) 


RELIGION, | 

In stature, is supremely tall; her 
limbs and features in the most perfect 
symmetry ; her air serenely awful, and 
her countenance comely ; bearing the 
express image of youth and vigour and 
tinged with an unfading bloom. 

She is the eldest daughter of an eter- 
nal Father; bearing in her person the 
most striking resemblance of all his at- 
tributes. 

She is clothed in white ; the original 
raiment in which her Father clothed 
her, and which is remarkable for two 
peculiar properties; endless duration, 
and an utter incapacity of receiving the 
least tarnish. [V. 2. Gospel Herald. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
We are happy to inform our readers, that 
anew Society has been recently formed at 
Cambridgeport, professing the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, through the divine fa- 
vour, manifested in Jesus Curist, who is 
Lord of all; to whom every knee shall bow. 
May the Father of mercies bless this new 
plantation with the dews of his grace, and the 
warming influence of the sun of righteousness. 
| Universalist Magazine. 














ERRATUM. 
In our last, page 168, col. 2, line 9, from the 
bottom, for they say, read he declares. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 


“The Lord is good to all ; and his tender 
mercies are over all his works.”—Ps. cxlv. 9. 


‘‘ Every good gift, and every perfect gift, 
is from above, and come down from the Father 
of lights, with whom is no variableness, nei 
ther shadow of turning.’’-—James i, 17. 


CREATOR of our feeble race, 

We praise the riches of thy grace ; 
Upon us may thy spirit rest, 

And we be by its influence blest ; 
May ev’ry bosom feel its pow’r, 
And join thy goodness to adore. 


Where’er we turn our wandering eyes, 
Whether to earth, or seas, or skies, 

Thy works in glowing colours shine, 

And silent speak of love divine. 

The heavens, O Lord, declare this love, 
The rain and snow thy goodness prove ; 
Tempests, wind, hail, and storms display, 
Almighty God, thy boundless sway, 

The lightning, darting through the skies 
With glare terrific, meets the eye ; 

The thunder, rolling o’er our head, 

And rumb’ling from its vap’rous bed, 
Peal upon peal, in accents loud, 

Bursts forth in vengeance from the cloud, 
And seems as if *twould lay our earth 

In waste, as ’twas before its birth, 
When the whole mass in chaos laid, 
Formless and uncreated, void ; 

When darkness was upon the deep, 

And all was still in nature’s sleep. 

Yet, Lord, these show thou’rt rich in grace 
And minifest, in every place, 

That love and mercy deck tiny throne, 
And that thou wilt by them be known, 


The golden sun shines from the east, 
And we are with his presence blest ; 
And as our earth around him goes, 
Upon her he his lustre throws ; 
Warm ’d into life, she richly yields 

‘The thousand blessings of her fields. 
But when his daily course is o’er, 

He blushes at the distant shore ; 

The western summits intervene, 

And night begins to grace the scene. 
When silence reigns with awe profound, 
And darkness spreads its mantle round, 
God’s love’s the same—the same his grace, 
No darkness can obscure his face ; 

The same his pow’r our souls to guard, 
The same his goodness to reward; 
Night cannot keep us from his care, 

For he is always where we are. 


When the dark mantle of the tomb, 
Shall cast around a sullen gloom ; 
When we beneath the sod are laid, 
And earthly honours all are paid, 

God still is ours—for Jesus said, 

He’s God of living and of dead. 

Then shout aloud, and praise his name, 
Our God forever is the same ; 

His mercy, goodness, grace and love 
The whole creation joins to prove. 


W. 











PRINTING 
Neatly executed at this ofhce. 


teres 
tion, 
to ou 
displ 
our { 
we I 
Perh 
stooc 
that 

ing : 
solet 
out 1 
be p: 
hard 
trine: 
own | 
to ha 
out oO 
ciful 


M 
ment 
I pre 
ed th 
your 
ty ar 
to F 
cerity 
pellec 
tempt 
you | 
belief 
How 
with 
away 
the r 
said 
our I 
this p 
perso 
langu 
lastin 
same 
much 
piness 
you h 
You ' 
transl 


